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National authorities and Gold Fields Board and 
executives inaugurate the company’s first operation in 
Chile 
 
Salares Norte celebrated the start of commercial production, a key milestone 
that will enable a 25% increase in gold production in Chile, which will position 
the country among the world's top 20 gold producers. 
 
Diego de Almagro, 28 October 2025. A breathtaking landscape at over 4,000 metres 
above sea level in in the Atacama Region was the setting of the official inauguration 
of Salares Norte, the first greenfield project to be inaugurated in Chile in over a 
decade.  
 
With the processing plant as a backdrop, Gold Fields Chairman Yunus Suleman and 
CEO Mike Fraser, - whose company operates nine mines across Australia, Chile, 
Ghana, South Africa and Peru, as well as the Windfall project in Canada - and Chile's 
Minister of Mining, Aurora Williams, led the ceremony marking the start of 
commercial operations. This milestone is significant not only for the company, but 
also for the authorities and communities present, who highlighted the positive impact 
Salares Norte has had on the country and the Atacama Region. The operation will 
enable a 25% increase in gold production in Chile, playing a decisive role in 
positioning Chile among the world's top 20 gold producers. 
 
“We are proud, because getting here was not an easy task. Salares Norte's 
construction and ramp up faced a range of challenges and complexities that this 
team successfully overcame. In addition to its remote location, at over 4,000 metres 
above sea level and far from urban centres, we also faced the COVID-19 pandemic 
at the beginning of construction,” Gold Fields CEO Mike Fraser said.  
 
For her part, Minister of Mining Aurora Williams said: “Salares Norte not only 
provides investment and employment, but also positions Chile as a trusted partner 
for long-term investment while strengthening Atacama’s productive fabric. More than 
200 regional supplier companies are involved in this operation, integrating the local 
community into mining development and creating a virtuous value chain. We, from 
the Government, value the early dialogue and engagement with the communities of 
Diego de Almagro. The mining of the future is built from the territory, with 
participation, transparency, and equity.” 
 
During the event, the Gold Fields team highlighted Salares Norte’s advances in 
innovation and environmental stewardship, including the remote monitoring centre 
in Santiago, which oversees operations via satellite connection, and the use of 
filtered tailings technology that eliminates the need for a tailings dam and optimizes 
water use.  
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The high proportion of women employees (26%) and local workforce (30%) was also 
highlighted, as well as initiatives that have fostered early and ongoing engagement 
with nearby communities through various projects and programmes.  
 
At the ceremony, Gold Fields Board Chair Yunus Suleman reaffirmed the company´s 
commitment to Chile and its mining industry: “We are committed to the development 
of a long-term gold industry in Chile, which holds 6% of gold reserves but only 
represents 1% of global production. These figures show that there is still a lot to be 
done in this region and that is why we are currently investing extensively in 
exploration for this year and next,” he said. 
 
After the ceremony, guests toured the Salares Norte milling area. Among the 
attendees were Atacama Governor Miguel Vargas, Presidential Delegate to the 
Atacama Region Rodrigo Illanes, South African Ambassador to Chile George 
Monyemangene, Consejo Minero President Joaquín Villarino, and representatives 
from the Municipality of Chañaral and Colla communities, among others. 
 
Gold Fields workers in Copiapó, Santiago, and across its global operations joined 
the event via live stream, sharing this important milestone that reflects the effort and 
dedication of so many professionals since Salares Norte`s discovery by the Chile 
team in 2011. 
   
 
About Gold Fields 
Gold Fields is one of the world’s largest gold producers, with nine operations in Australia, 
Chile, Ghana, South Africa and Peru, in addition to the Windfall project in Canada. Globally, 
Gold Fields produces approximately 2.071 million ounces of gold equivalent annually, with 
attributable reserves of around 44.3 million ounces and resources of 42.3 million ounces. Its 
shares are listed on the JSE and on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). 
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